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Welcome! 

Dear friends of Christ Church,  

Welcome to this week’s bulletin.  We hope that you are finding it useful in keeping you in contact with our 
community in Christ Church in this most difficult time.  We welcome contributions from anyone who has a 
message to give, be it serious or maybe a little humorous.  We all need to be able to smile in the face of 
challenge. 

This bulletin will be emailed out to those on our email list.  As always, material for inclusion should be 
emailed by Tuesday evenings to Jude Bishop at notices@christchurchbath.org 

Please forward this bulletin to anyone to whom you think it would be of interest.  We will print a few paper 
copies and post them to those who are not on email. 

We’re still following government guidelines by not showing on-line services from inside church and 
hopefully you are managing to join in from your living room.  A reminder of how you can do this is here, and 
for the moment we will do that from the tiny chapel Colin and Lore have created at home.  To make it more 
of a Christ Church community we would love you to send photos of yourself and these can put up in the 
chapel as a visible sign that we are all worshipping together.  They can come by email to Lore, 
lore.chumbley@me.com or by post to Christ Church. 

Also, do please email or post or text prayer requests and we will try to include them week by week.  But be 
aware that the service will be online and so be careful of the confidentiality of friends and loved ones 

The April Link is up on the website now and you can find it and past copies here.  Any articles for next 
month should be emailed to Alex at alexs@christchurchbath.org . 

Thoughts from the Priest-in-charge 

Thank you! to all those who made our Easter Sunday ‘virtual' Service such a success: 

Mark and the choir who managed to create an amazing virtual choir which we could not only hear but also see 

Matthew who played the trumpet and sang apparently at the same time  

our readers 

those who led the intercessions 

those who sent flowers for our Easter decorations 

the young people who made a video of lighting the Easter fire (Tim and Toby) 

and young people who sent rainbow decorations (Marcus and Owen) 

and people who sent photos of themselves 

We would love to have more photos of you all. 

This Sunday (April 19th) will be ‘low tech' as Mark has a well-earned rest.  There won’t be recorded 
readings or choir - but look out for a resurgence next Sunday! 

IMPORTANT!  Don't let Coronavirus spoil the young people’s Easter egg hunt!  Please do buy up small 
Easter eggs with a reasonably long sell-by date, so that when we get back into Christ Church we can have 
a delayed but spectacular egg hunt. 

Sunday 19th April – 2nd Sunday of Easter 
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If you are experiencing financial problems, Christ Church may be able to help in small ways with day to day 
needs.  Contact the Priest-in-charge in confidence. 

Thursday’s Resurrection sermon  

Luke 24:36, ‘He showed them his hands and his feet.’ 

This wasn’t a coming on the clouds with out runners of angels and cherubim and a trumpet blast - 
incidentally wasn’t Matthew’s ‘trumpet blast’ magnificent during last Sunday’s singing of ‘Thine be the 
Glory, risen conquering Son!’ - But it wasn’t like that on the evening of that first Easter day. 

No hailstones and coals of fire, no smoke or cloud or thunder.  Nothing like the coming of the Son of Man 
which Jesus himself had foretold for the end times when lightening would light up the sky from East to 
West. 

It happened quite quietly on the evening of Easter day.  The gathered disciples had heard from the women 
that  the tomb was empty and from Cleopas & his companion about the strange, glorious meeting on the 
Emmaus Road.  Then, as they were talking about it, he was with them, saying, ‘Peace be with you’, literally 
‘Shalom’ or ‘Salaam’ as they will say to you in greeting in Arab countries today - ‘Shalom,’ ‘Salam,’ - Hallo. 

He asked for something to eat and they gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he showed them his hands 
and feet.  

This isn’t the highly-coloured story of a hero returned from the dead.  There is, I suggest, no culture in the 
world in which it would be appropriate for a god, triumphant over life & death to eat boiled fish, let alone for 
the one true God, the great ‘I AM’ to do so.  Except that, with laughter and tears and exclamations, that is 
exactly what they remember happened. 

And it is partly because the record is so unlikely that to me it reads like the notes of someone who was 
there.  That intimate record of a family story told and retold is our family story, our family history. 

His life was understated like ours.  His death was horrible but in terms of Roman punishments 
unremarkable and even his resurrection appearances were swift, fleeting, gone!  But he changed us 
forever.  He showed us his wounds and that memory remains with us.  God is here on earth with us bearing 
his scars as we bear our scars, both the visible ones and the invisible ones. 

And in heaven there is a man who carries the wounds of earth, the one he shares with us.  There is a man 
in heaven who has suffered as we suffer, and who promises that we will be with him in glory because God 
accepted our woundedness but is triumphant over it as he is triumphant over life and time and death. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Sunday 19th April – Second Sunday of Easter 
Today’s service  
10am 
Exodus 14:10-end; 15:20,21 
Psalm 16 
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 
John 20: 19-end 

Next week 
There will be an online Eucharist at 11am on Thursday  
The readings will be:  
Revelation 12:7-12 
Psalm 126 
John 15:18-21 

Next Sunday, 26th April, the readings will be  
Zephaniah 3: 14-end 
Psalm 116:1-7 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
Luke 24:13-35 
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Prayers in Easter Week  

Risen Lord, 
You come to us quietly and lovingly. 
You enter our hearts when we least expect you and least deserve you.   
Come to us now in the silence of our hearts.  
Come and be among us, In our homes,  
our solitude, the irritation of the noise and mess of other people,  
in the anxiety of illness and in the pain of loss. 
Be amongst us and may we know your peace 

 

We pray for your church throughout the world. 
For churches where the inability to meet together is damaging relationships and weakening community ties. 
Give to your people courage and faith to hold on through difficulty and exile.   
May we trust you as our solid ground.  
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  

 

We pray for the United States of America - and  particularly those in the state of New York where infection 
rates and death rates are high. 
Give courage to all those in hospitals, those who work there and those who are patients.  May the joy of the 
resurrection give joy and faith to all who serve others and peace & confidence to those who are sick. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Risen Lord we thank you that earth rejoices to know your presence among us.  As we hear bird song and 
breathe clean air, thank you for the wonder of the world you have created. 
Give us insight and integrity to look after it. 
We pray for those on our hearts: 
and  remember the departed:  
And in the year’s mind, Ned Townsend whose anniversary fell this week  
May they and all the faithful departed rest in peace and rise in Glory Amen 

Please remember Cliff Burrows in your prayers who has tested positive for Covid-19 and his life seems 
to be drawing to a close.  He is near to his son Stephen and in a nursing home where he has been happy 
and settled. 

 

Let’s also keep the gesture going on Thursdays, applauding the NHS, teachers, carers and those who are 
keeping our society functioning.  We are all from different places of Bath and the surrounding area, but we 
report back to each other that the applause is getting louder.  Let’s put lit candles in our windows at 7 pm 
on Sundays as a sign of Jesus, the Light of the World. 

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.'  (John 1:5) 

 
 
East End Re-ordering Time and Talents Challenge is still alive and kicking 

As there are still quite a few weeks before we get any change in our current situation, we’d still like to 
encourage you all to use the opportunity of having time on your hands and to take your mind off the current 
situation.  We’re not cancelling the Time and Talents challenge and in fact it continues through Lent and 
extends to the end of October to raise the remaining funds for the East end re-organisation.  If you have 
time to craft or embroider or knit or paint or do beautiful calligraphy or bake or use any of the almost infinite 
talents that Christ Church folk have, then this is the place to advertise your talents.  Delivery will have to 
wait until government restrictions are limited. 
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Our Charity of the month during April is Open Doors, a charity focusing on the needs of persecuted 
Christians around the world, supplying Bibles, training clergy and giving practical help where needed.  Their 
website address for online donations is www.opendoorsuk.com 

If you don't have internet access their address is PO Box 6, Witney, Oxon,OX29 6WG, and their phone 
number (if in use) is 01993 460015 

Social action in Bath and Sustainable Food Partnership 

As you have probably heard by now, the Compassionate Community Hub is now operational across the 
whole of B&NES, with large numbers of volunteers who are being asked to provide support to people in 
need in their local areas. 

If anyone needs support with buying food or medicines, and there is no local group that they can turn to, 
then they should send an email with the subject "Support" to compassion@3sg.org.uk and the team will 
pick up your query within 24 hours. 

Alternatively, telephone the Banes Covid/Compassionate Community helpline 0300 247 0050. 

People wanting to register as a volunteer with Compassionate Community Hub should complete the form 
via this link: http://bit.ly/communityvolunteersignup. 

3SG & the Sustainable Food Partnership have produced a list of local providers offering food to people 
across Bath and north east Somerset.  You can find a comprehensive list here. 

 

Bath 24/7 Prayer 

There has never been a need to unite together in pray for our city, nation, 
our world like now.  Cover BATH in prayer 24 hours a day FOR 50 DAYS 
FROM EASTER TO PENTECOST.  Sign up for a slot for virtual 24-7 prayer 
by clicking below there will be bit.ly/50DOP. 

 

 

Finally, as you clap on Thursday nights, say this prayer: 

 

Prayer for strength 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 
as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 
Amen. 


