
Meeting Notes of Christ Church Council  
Wednesday, November 27th at 7.30 pm in Christ Church Mews 

 

Present: Judith Bishop (Chair), Jonathan Stead, Brenda Wall, Malcolm Wall, Isobel Powell, Morny Davison, Jane 

Nicholson, David Rawlings, Emma Elliott (Clerk). 
 

Opening Prayer 
Jonathan opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

1. Apologies: Lucy Humbert, Pauline Swaby Wallace, Sarah Jones, Maggie Willans. 
 

2. Meeting Notes from the last meeting 
The meeting notes from the last meeting were accepted unanimously as a true record of the meeting.   

       Proposed: David, Seconded: Judith 

3. Matters Arising 

3.1 Georgina Bowman’s Jewellery Sale   

This will be held on 1st December after the 10 am service. 

3.2 Student lunch 

Jonathan formally thanked helpers, especially Jane, Lucy, Jenny Hesketh and Wilhelmina Ligt.  The welcome lunch was a 

success, and a chance to get to know the students who attended.   

It was agreed that our welcome should be ongoing, with close attention being paid to any newcomers in church and 

ensuring they feel welcomed.  The Lighthouse group continues to meet in The Mews and invites to this group have been 

extended to people of student age. 

3.3 Letter from the Bishop of Bath and Wells 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells has written an open letter, available on the diocesan website, in response to the recent 

resignation of the Archbishop of Canterbury.  It was agreed that this letter would be signposted to the congregation. 

4. Trustees’ Minutes 

These were circulated prior to the meeting and are noted by council members. 
 

5. Safeguarding Training Pathway 
A general reminder was given to all council members who have not completed the training, as requested. Judith will re-

circulate the information on how to access it.    

Action: Judith to recirculate info, ALL to complete by next meeting 
 

6. Open Table Network 
Simon Tatton Brown has been leading this initiative and tabled a meeting in October that included attendees from other 

churches.  The exec director of the organisation, Kieran Bohan attended, to present more detail and to answer 

questions.  The idea would be to have monthly events such as a Eucharist service, or perhaps an Agape meal which 

would be held at Christ Church, or other interested churches in the vicinity.  Members of the congregation from Oasis 

were present and are also interested in being a part of this initiative.  A follow-up meeting took place, led by Simon, to 

discuss the presentation and plan the way forward to establish an Open Table hub in Bath, based at Christ Church.  

OTN have asked council to propose a resolution: 

That Christ Church affiliate to the Open Table Network, with a view to establishing an OTN group based at Christ Church, serving 

our local Bath area and surroundings. 

All were in agreement except for one abstention.     Proposed: David, seconded: Morny 

This OTN group will encourage Christ Church Council to explore membership of Inclusive Church.  Jonathan agreed to 

take this forward and find out what this involves.      Action: Jonathan 
 

7. Worship 

7.1 Christ the King 

All were in agreement that this had been successful and well-received by those who attended. 

7.2 Christmas Services 

This was deferred for discussion under item 8. 

8. Publicity 
A paper had been circulated before the meeting for information. This outlined the current postcard distribution figures. 

A discussion took place.  Based on the costs presented, it was agreed that we should propose reducing the number of 

cards ordered to 1,000.  It was proposed to reduce the number we deliver to HMOs, of which there are a large 

number in the roads around the church.  Up to now, we have delivered 2 cards through the door of each HMO and this 

could be reduced to 1. If there are roads that are particularly tricky to find deliverers for, then these roads could be 

removed from the list.  It was also noted that the service booklet for Advent Carols would have details of all the Xmas 

services on it. Emma agreed to speak with Sarah and communicate what had been discussed and agreed.  It was 



acknowledged that the reduction of the number of cards in the bundles, to take into account HMOs may be tricky to 

do.             Action: Emma 

Mark Elliott has put a paid-for advert on Facebook for the Advent Carol service. This targets particular demographics 

and interest groups. 
 

9. Welcome to Children and Young People – draft update 
Sarah has revised our statement of welcome to children.  The revised document was circulated before the meeting for 

council members to consider and bring any views / questions to the meeting.  The junior church leaders have requested 

that this Statement of Welcome be made more official, and prominent within the church, and asked for it to be ratified 

at council.  Sarah was unable to be present at the meeting, but asked council to consider the practical implications of the 

document, including how our statement of welcome should be communicated to the wider congregation.   

The document was discussed and, overall, was received positively.  One person expressed concern that there might be 

too much information to read.  However, all were in favour of the suggestion to make some laminated copies, which 

could be given to any new families as part of the Sidespersons’ welcome. They also be made available at the back of 

church, on the church noticeboard and in the creche area. The document contains useful practical information as well as 

our church’s viewpoint.         Proposed: Jane, Seconded: Isobel 

On the matter of communicating to the wider congregation, this needs careful consideration. 
 

10. Charities 
The Charities subgroup have met and reviewed the various suggested charities to support over the forthcoming year. 

The following list was agreed: 

• USPG – Malawi Project 

• FOCUS – (Suggested by Sarah Kerr) provide affordable counselling service for low-income families. They work 

with a range of local agencies. 

• Bath Welcomes Refugees - (Suggested by Jonathan Stead) works with local communities to provide practical 

support to refugees. 

• Peggy Dodd Centre: Suggested by David Rawlings) the centre works to help those living with dementia and 

memory loss, whilst providing respite to support the people caring for them.  

• Genesis / Julian House (Xmas appeal) 

• A charity chosen by the Junior Church (To be confirmed – likely to be a children’s charity) 
 

All agreed it was a good list, and a good balance of support.    Proposed: Morny, Seconded: Malcolm 

We are still seeking a Charities Coordinator to take over next year. 
 

11. New Priest in Charge 
The statement that was made to the congregation at the beginning of the service on Sunday 24th November was 

circulated to council members.  Our new Priest in Charge will be Heather Smith (Subject to clearance) and her licensing 

will take place in early February.  Questions were invited.  All were in agreement that the appointment was good news. 

11. AOB 

7.1 Party in the City 

This is an annual city-wide event. The opening night next year is Friday 16th May.  There will be free events across the 

city, such as concerts, choirs and other artists.  Christ Church has been a host venue for several years.  Judith asked for 

volunteers to help with the event, which involves being present to welcome artists and audience members.  Several 

members of council offered help.  It was agreed that the request for help could be extended to the wider congregation. 

7.2 Christmas Trees 

An order has been placed for two trees. These will be in church in time for Advent Carols. 

7.3 Lighting in The Mews 

The older incandescent lighting panels will soon be replaced with LED lighting.  Two panels have been replaced already.  

There are two colour temperatures to choose from and an agreement was made in council for the warmer of the two 

(panel closest to the window). 

7.4 Request for use of the church 

Georgina Bowman has requested use of the church for her 80th Birthday celebration in June 2025.  Judith will write to 

Georgina and offer The Mews as a venue, if Georgina would like to use it.     Action: Judith 

12. Date of Next Meeting  
The date set for the next meeting is Thursday 16th January.  The meeting closed with The Grace at 9.00pm. 

Glossary 

Open Table Network 

(OTN) 

A partnership of communities across England & Wales which welcome and affirm people 

who are: LGBTQIA. https://opentable.lgbt/  

HMO House in Multiple Occupancy 

USPG United Society Partners in the Gospel are an Anglican mission agency that partners with 

churches worldwide in mission. 

 

https://opentable.lgbt/

